How To Choose A Handicapping Service




By James A McGuiness – PointSpread Pros

Choosing a good handicapping service is like going to the grocery store. There are so many choices you can get overwhelmed. Unfortunately, in the Sports Information business,  99% of the “services” are no more than snake oil salesmen with a fancy website. But don’t get me wrong, there are some decent services out there you just need to know what to look for.

So how do you weed through the garbage? At a minimum look for the following before signing up:

1. Do they post ALL their picks, wins as well as losses on their website?

2. Have they ever been monitored by a reputable monitoring service?

3. Do they backup their winning percentages with documented results or is it just hearsay?

4. How long have they been in business?

5. Do they only show you their hot streak records, or do they show you their OVERALL winning percentage?

6. Have they ever competed and did well in any reputable handicapping contests? 

7. How consistent are their results from year to year?

8. What does their service provide you that you couldn’t do on your own?

Lets take each of these points and discuss the importance:

#1 – This to me is one of the most important things to look for. If a service is really good then they shouldn’t have any issues with showing all their plays. If they post both the wins and losses then at least you know they are honest and you can be the judge of how much help they can be to you.

#2 – This one can be tricky, if the monitor is “in bed” with the service, how do you know if their record is truly what they are saying. But at least if they have been monitored by an independent service you should be able to look up their record and verify their claims.

#3 – Anytime you see things like “We are the best this…” or “We hit 70% of our plays..” then your first response should be SHOW ME THE MONEY!…Without any proof of these claims anywhere from either reviewing prior posted picks or results from a reputable monitoring service then these claims should worry you. Because if they were truly that good, then they would definitely be backing it up someway.

#4 – Has this service just started up or does it have some experience ? Like picking a surgeon, you want to find a service with some experience and credentials.

#5 – This one drives me crazy. You see only their “hot streaks” in their advertising, but no mention of how they have done OVERALL!… To me, the mark of a good service is one that can show that if you invest in the LONG TERM, you can be profitable. 

What’s wrong with the hot streaks?….Just that, they are streaks, usually short in duration and you have already MISSED THE BOAT!…Chances are, now that you hook up with the “hot” service, they will turn cold. Look for services that have an OVERALL winning percentage of 55% or better. 

#6 – Contests are a great way to both see monitored results as well as how well the service did in competition with it’s peers. The UltimateHandicappingChallenge.com is one in which I have participated and have finished in the top 10 THREE times versus some of the best handicappers on the web.

#7 – Consistent results separates the good services from the pretenders. You can’t judge a service without seeing at least 5 years of results. Anybody can have a great year picking games, but few can do it year in and year out. 

#8 – What are you getting for your money?… Please, for the love of God, stay away from the “Trend” handicappers. You can read about what I think of these useless systems in another article I wrote called “Why The Trend Is Not Your Friend”. Does the service provide detailed analysis for their selections. Do they provide any scientific approaches that can help you? Try to find out their methods for why they are recommend a pick to you. If they can’t then how do you know they aren’t just flipping a coin? Make them explain how they deserve your membership!

My service PointSpread Pros, is one which I believe can deliver on ALL EIGHT of these criteria. In summary, all picks are always posted, win or loose. My picks have been monitored by independent services. I have been making picks since 1998. I always post YTD results as well as career wins and losses. I have competed and come in the top 10 THREE times in the UltimateHandicappingChallege. My results since 1998 have been extremely consistent hitting just over 60% on my TOP plays. 

And finally, with every pick I give out, you are getting an incredible set of 16 computer programs that analyze the game from different perspectives. What you get for your money, is number crunching that if done by hand would take hours of your time each week. Instead, for your membership you will have all this done for you each week. Get the power of the computer on your side and start reaping the rewards!

Hopefully, you will give my service a try, but if not, I hope you will remember my  checklist above before throwing your hard earned money on some scam.

Best of luck!
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